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3 Circulation
Purpose
To protect Rancho Mirage’s character as a premier residential resort 
community, careful planning of the roadway network is essential. As 
Rancho Mirage’s road system nears its capacity for handling traffic 
in a safe and efficient manner, the potential for delays and the risk 
of traffic accidents increases. To preserve Rancho Mirage’s unique 
character while providing the safest and most efficient roadway sys-
tem possible, the Circulation Element documents the current status 
of Rancho Mirage’s road system, identifies problems, and proposes 
solutions. The Circulation Element also analyzes future traffic impacts 
on Rancho Mirage caused by growth in the city and region. The pur-
pose of the Circulation Element is to develop an efficient, cost-effec-
tive, and comprehensive transportation management strategy con-
sistent with regional plans and local needs to maintain and improve 
mobility.

Background
The Circulation Element has been developed as a comprehensive 
transportation management strategy based upon an analysis of ex-
isting conditions in Rancho Mirage and future development set forth 
by the General Plan Land Use Plan (see "2 Land Use"). The types and 
intensities of land uses in Rancho Mirage will predictably influence 
the types and volume of vehicles traveling the city’s roads. The Cir-
culation Element provides specific policy guidance and implemen-
tation programs that address existing and future traffic conditions 
and are designed to maintain and improve the performance of the 
circulation system. 

The Circulation Element is also the result of coordination with the Re-
gional Trans portation Plan (RTP) and regional agencies, including 
the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the Coach-
ella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), the Southern Cal-
ifornia Association of Governments (SCAG), the Riverside County 
Transportation Commission (RCTC), and the Sunline Transit Authori-
ty. Federal and state transportation planning must also be coordinat-
ed with local planning.

Other elements of the General Plan affect and are affected by 
the policies and programs contained in the Circulation Element. 
For example, the Air Quality Element seeks to minimize pollution 
generated by vehicle emissions, which increases when roadway 
congestion increases travel times and decreases vehicle speeds. 
Maintenance of adequate traffic flows, prevention of traffic con-
gestion caused by inadequate or fail ing roadways, and enhanced 
vehicle efficiencies will help preserve air quality in the community 
and improve circulation. Additionally, Ramon Road and Monte-
rey Avenue are part of the Riverside County Congestion Man-
agement Program (CMP) system. The City must therefore maintain 
a level-of-service (LOS) E on these roadways to preserve gas tax 
funding (see Performance Criteria for a discussion on LOS stan-
dards)

Circulation Plan
The City's Circulation Roadway Plan is described in what follows 
in this Circulation Element. The Roadway Plan describes the ap-
proach for implementing the Circulation Element’s goals and poli-
cies, as well as the location and extent of circulation facilities and 
services.

Roadway Classifications

Based upon existing and projected traffic demands generated by 
buildout of the General Plan, each major roadway has been as-
signed a specific design classification. The need for and appropri-
ateness of each classification is based upon future traffic volumes 
and overall community design goals set forth in the General Plan. 
Each of the classifications corresponds with the street cross-sec-
tions illustrated in Exhibit 6. Refinements may be required when 
securing rights-of-way and constructing improvements at specific 
locations, especially intersections.

There are five categories in the Rancho Mirage roadway hierar-
chy, ranging from higher capacity major arterials to lower ca-

Exhibit 6 Street Cross-sections
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*Highway 111 has special design geometrics. See Rancho Mirage Highway 111 Alignment Study 1996.
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pacity collector and local streets. These categories are pictured in 
Exhibit 6 and described below.

Major Arterial

A six-lane divided roadway with a typical right-of-way width of 120 
feet and a curb-to-curb pavement width of approximately 106 feet, 
major arterials generally carry high traffic volumes and are main 
thoroughfares through Rancho Mirage. Monterey Avenue north of 
Country Club Drive is an example of a major arterial.

Minor Arterial

A four-lane divided roadway with a typical right-of-way width of 
110 feet and a curb-to-curb pavement width of approximately 86 
feet, these arterials typically carry traffic along the perimeters of 
major developments, but are also used as through streets. Gerald 
Ford Drive is an example of a minor arterial.

Major Collector

A four-lane divided roadway with a typical right-of-way width of 
100 feet and a curb-to-curb pavement width of approximately 76 
feet, the major collector's function is to distribute traffic between lo-
cal streets and arterials. Although some collectors serve as through 
routes, their primary function is to provide access to surrounding 
land uses. Morningside Drive is an example of a major collector.

Minor Collector

A four-lane undivided roadway with a typical right-of-way width 
of 88 feet and a curb-to-curb pavement width of approximately 
64 feet, the minor collector's function is to distribute traffic between 
local streets and arterials. While no roadways are currently classi-
fied as a minor collector, this classification may be used for future 
roadways.

Local

This category of roadway is designed to provide access to individ-
ual parcels of land. Local streets consist of two lanes with a typical 
right-of-way width of 60 feet and a pavement width of 40 feet. 
Examples of local streets are Sunny Lane and Sahara Road.

The cross-sections for typical roadway classifications are pictured 
in Exhibit 6, but actual cross-sections may vary somewhat from the 
indicated measurement standards. In order to provide maximum 
capacity, as well as right-of-way protection for landscaping, bike 
lanes, and future roadway improvements, the typical roadway 
cross-sections are recommended as future minimums. 

Regional Roadways

Two regional routes serve Rancho Mirage: State Highway 111 and 
I-10. Highway 111 extends from its juncture with I-10, several miles 
west of Palm Springs and southeast to Brawley, in the Imperial Val-
ley. I-10 connects the Los Angeles region with Arizona and other 
cities and states to the east. These two important roadways provide 
regional and interstate connections for Rancho Mirage and the 
Coachella Valley. Finally, the Mid-Valley Parkway provides an ad-
ditional intra-regional arterial that extends from Highway 111 at Chi-
no Canyon, southeast to Cook Street. Each of these regional facilities 
is briefly discussed below.

U.S. Interstate 10
In the vicinity of Rancho Mirage, I-10 is built as an eight-lane divid-
ed freeway accessed from diamond intersections spaced a minimum 
of one mile apart. I-10 provides essential inter-city and inter-region-
al access and is a critical part of the local road network, moving 
people and goods into and out of the Coachella Valley. Direct city 
access to I-10 is currently provided through the Monterey Avenue 
and Bob Hope Drive interchanges.

State Highway 111
While still maintaining its state highway status, this roadway has be-
come more important as an intra-regional connector serving the lo-
cal cities. In Rancho Mirage, Highway 111 has been improved to its 
ultimate six-lane divided design standard. The full buildout of High-
way 111 throughout the Coachella Valley is expected to be reached 
in the next few years. Highway 111 was previously under the man-
agement jurisdiction of Caltrans, but the City has now assumed this 
responsibility within Rancho Mirage.

Mid-Valley Parkway
In Rancho Mirage, the Mid-Valley Parkway extends east from Plum-
ley Road along Dinah Shore Drive to Bob Hope Drive. It then pro-Exhibit 7 Level of Service Categories and Descriptions

Level of Service

Level of Service B

Level of Service C

Level of Service D

Level of Service E

Level of Service F

Level of Service A

Free flow, individual vehicles are virtually
unaffected by the presence of others in the
traffic stream.

Stable flow, but the presence of other vehicles
in the traffic stream begins to be noticeable.
Freedom to select desired speed is relatively
unaffected, but there is a slight decline in the
freedom to manuever.

Stable flow, but operation of individual vehicles
becomes significantly affected by other vehicles 
in the traffic stream.

At or near the level of capacity. Speeds are
reduced to a low, but relatively uniform level.

Below average or fair operating conditions
with only minor delays experienced by 
motorists.

Highly congested traffic conditions where
traffic volumes exceed the capacities of the
streets, sidewalks, etc.
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ceeds south to Gerald Ford Drive, where it continues east to Mon-
terey Avenue. The Mid-Valley Parkway was conceived by CVAG to 
provide an additional intercity, high-capacity connector to better 
link the cities of the upper Coachella Valley and further unify the 
market area. 

Performance Criteria

Evaluating the ability of the circulation system to serve the desired 
future land uses requires establishing suitable “performance criteria.  
These are the means by which future traffic volumes are compared to 
future capacity to evaluate the adequacy of the circulation system.

Level-of-Service

The available and utilized capacity of a roadway is typically char-
acterized as “level-of-service” (LOS). LOS is a qualitative measure-
ment used to describe the flow of traffic on a given street. A range 
of designations, “A” through “F,” are used to characterize roadway 
operating conditions and serve as a measure of automobile delay. 
LOS A represents the best (free flow) conditions and LOS F indicates 
the worst (system failure). Level-of-service can also be represented 
as volume to capacity ratios, or vehicle demand divided by road-
way capacity. Therefore, as the ratio approaches 1.00 the roadway 
approaches LOS F. Table 5 describes the quality of traffic flow as-
sociated with each level-of-service and Exhibit 7 provides a general 
illustration of each level-of-service.

To improve roadway capacity, the City can employ a variety of 
roadway design techniques. Added travel and turning lanes in-
crease capacity, as do the inclusion of raised medians and restricted 
access on a roadway. Raised medians increase roadway capacity 
by reducing the number of vehicle conflict points and improving traf-
fic flows. Restricted access avoids loss of capacity caused by inter-
ruptions and disruptions to traffic flow from vehicles coming onto or 
leaving the roadway. 

Acceptable Level-of-Service
In recent years, traffic engineers and transportation planners have 
attempted to bridge the gap between the provision of ideal road-
way operating conditions and the cost of infrastructure necessary to 
assure those conditions. While LOS C has long been considered the 

desirable and optimal level of traffic volume on any given road-
way, it represents a standard that is progressively more difficult 
and less cost-effective to achieve in urban areas. For peak oper-
ating periods, LOS D or a maximum volume to capacity ratio of 
0.90 is now considered the generally acceptable service level.

The County of Riverside maintains a CMP to monitor and improve 
the County’s regional network of roadways. For CMP streets or 
highways, the County accepts LOS E. If any CMP roadway falls 
below this standard, the City must go through a procedure to pre-
pare a “deficiency plan” or risk losing a portion of the gasoline 
taxes it receives for road purposes from the state. Ramon Road 
and Monterey Avenue are a part of the CMP system. Where a 
LOS of E or worse exists along roadway segments and intersec-
tions along these CMP roadways, the City will attempt to take 
every reasonable measure to improve operating conditions.

tabLe 5 LeVeL-of-serVice descriPtions

LeVeL of serVice qUaLity of traffic fLow signaLized 
intersection 

deLay

V/c ratio

A Low volumes, high speed; speed not restricted by other vehicles 0-10 seconds 0.00-0.60

B Operating speeds beginning to be affected by other traffic. 
Some drives may begin to feel restricted by other vehicles. 
Operating speeds and maneuverability closely controlled 
by other traffic; recommended ideal design standard.

10-20 seconds 0.61-0.70

C Occasionally drivers may have to wait through 
more than one red signal. Most drivers feel 
somewhat restricted but not objectionably so.

20-35 seconds 0.071-0.80

D Tolerable operating speeds; often used as a design standard 
in urban areas. Increasing restriction at intersection, 
but no excessive backups. Drivers frequently have to 
wait through more than one red signal. This level is the 
lower limit of acceptable operation to most drivers.

35-55 seconds 0.81-0.90

E All drivers wait through more than one red signal. At 100% 
capacity (V/C=1.0), it theoretically represents the most 
vehicles that a particular intersection can accommodate. 

55-80 seconds 0.91-1.00

F System failure characterized by long queues of traffic, unstable 
flows, long stops. Traffic volume and speed can drop to zero 
and will be less than the volume that occurs at LOS E.

80 seconds 
and up

Above 1.00

Wide boulevards facilitate traffic flow.
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Exhibit 8 Circulation Roadway Plan Exhibit 9 Designated Truck Routes
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Vehicle Miles Traveled

Senate Bill (SB) 743 established new criteria for determining the 
significance of transportation impacts under CEQA to replace the 
current reliance on LOS. SB 743 requires the new criteria to “pro-
mote the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the development of 
multimodal transportation networks, and a diversity of land uses.” It 
also states that alternative measures of transportation impacts may 
include “vehicle miles traveled, vehicle miles traveled per capita, au-
tomobile trip generation rates, or automobile trips generated.”

Circulation Roadway Plan

The goals and policies in this element emphasize the importance of 
developing a circulation system capable of serving both existing and 
future residents while preserving community values and character. 
Rancho Mirage’s arterial and collector streets, shown in Exhibit 8 are 
identified according to their roadway classifications and are sized to 
provide sufficient capacity for projected traffic. This was confirmed in 
a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) report prepared for the City as part of 
this General Plan, which found that any impacts to LOS from buildout 
of the General Plan could be adequately addressed through inter-
section improvements listed in Table 5-3 of the TIA. These improve-
ments correspond to the ultimate roadway cross-sections for each 
street classification shown in Exhibit 6. 

The legend for Exhibit 8 indicates the number of lanes for each class 
of roadway as well as its status as a divided or undivided roadway. 
For example, 6D represents a six-lane divided roadway. Exhibit 8 
also identifies critical intersections that are discussed later under the 
section on “Securing Rights-of-Way.” Exhibit 9 identifies designated 
truck routes throughout Rancho Mirage.

Circulation Systems and Access

Public Transportation

The Sunline Transit Authority is the provider of public transit service 
in Rancho Mirage and the Coachella Valley. The Sunline fleet con-
sists of buses powered by compressed natural gas. Buses are also 
equipped with wheelchair lifts and bicycle racks. 

Aircraft Traffic

Palm Springs International Airport is the primary air transportation 
facility serving Rancho Mirage and the Coachella Valley. Pas-
senger traffic is seasonal, with the peak occuring from January 
to March and the slowest period occurring during the summer 
months.

Railway Facilities

The Southern Pacific Railroad provides rail freight service to 
the Coachella Valley, with freight transfer facilities in Indio and 
Coachella. There is also Amtrak service to Palm Springs on the 
Southern Pacific line that carries between 30 and 40 trains per 
day, almost all of which are freight. 

Non-Motorized Circulation

Pedestrian and other non-motor circulation is encouraged in Ran-
cho Mirage wherever possible. The provision of sidewalks, bike 
lanes, and golf cart paths is especially important along major 
roadways. Although considered partially integrated, the City 
maintains more than 50 miles of sidewalks, bicycle lanes, golf 
cart paths and multi-use trails within existing roadways and rights-
of-way. Carefully thought out and planned alternative transpor-
tation corridors will enhance and give greater opportunity to the 
use of alternative modes of transportation. Golf carts are legally 
restricted to designated pathways and roadways with speed limits 
less than 35 miles per hour.

With future development, pedestrian safety and accommodation 
should be given attention and serious consideration. Future bike 
and golf cart paths will serve as safe routes for intra-city traffic. 
Routes should be clearly marked and striped and should be de-
signed as one way routes to flow in the same direction as the ad-
jacent automobile traffic. Combination sidewalk/bikeway/golf 
cart paths require a minimum 8-foot width.

Coachella Valley Link
Coachella Valley (CV) Link is a 50-mile bicycle, pedestrian, and 
low-speed (up to 25 mph) electric vehicle pathway along the 
Whitewater River from Palm Springs to Coachella.1  Planning of 
1 See the Coachella Valley Link website for more information. 

Amtrak line through Coachella Valley

http://www.coachellavalleylink.com/faq
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CV Link started in 2007 with a desire for a bicycle path along 
the Whitewater River channel. In 2011 the project evolved to 
include low-speed electric vehicles, and was then being re-
ferred to as Parkway 1e11. In 2013, the project was rebrand-
ed as CV Link, and work on the CV Link Master Plan began.2

As the master plan developed many important questions re-
garding long-term operations and maintenance responsi-
bilities, along with the use, or misuse, of regional Measure 
A revenues as a funding mechanism for the project were 
raised.  Then-mayor of Rancho Mirage, G. Dana Hobart, 
championed an effort to have these questions addressed, but 
clear answers were never provided. This prompted the Rancho 
Mirage City Council to have the residents of Rancho Mirage 
voice their opinions on the controversial project. As part of the 

2 CVAG website at www.coachellavalleylink.com/timeline

April 12, 2016 General Municipal Election, residents were 
asked to vote on four ballot measures related to CV Link.

Measure 1 proposed to give Rancho Mirage voters the final 
authority to allow CV Link into Rancho Mirage by way of 
majority vote. The measure was overwhelmingly approved 
by the voters, so the future of CV Link in Rancho Mirage 
now rests with the voters.

Complete Streets
Assembly Bill (AB) 1358 requires cities and counties to in-
clude “complete streets” policies in their General Plans. As 
defined by Caltrans, a complete street is a transportation 
facility that is planned, designed, operated, and main-
tained to provide safe mobility for all users, including bi-
cyclists, pedestrians, transit vehicles, truckers, and motor-
ists, appropriate to the function and context of the facility. 
Complete streets can take many different forms, and are 
uniquely developed to fit in the context of an individual 
community. The overarching goal of a complete street is to 
provide a seamless, interconnected transportation system 
that considers all users. 

The benefits of complete streets are that they perform the 
following:

 › Support increased physical activity and improve public 
health and safety

 › Provide mobility options and access for non-drivers

 › Decrease vehicle trips and associated air pollutants 
and greenhouse gas emissions

 › Improve livability, revitalize communities, and de-
crease transportation costs3 

A schematic example of a complete street is shown in Ex-
hibit 10a.

Parking and Access Facilities

While many of the newer commercial developments in Ran-
cho Mirage have been able to provide adequate parking 
to serve their customers, some older developments are fre-

3 Caltrans 2014

quently unable to provide sufficient off-street parking. This prob-
lem is particularly evident along Highway 111 relative to older 
and smaller retail outlets. It is essential that new development, as 
well as projects undergoing redevelopment, be required to pro-
vide adequate onsite parking to meet the demand generated. 

Parking lot ingress and egress should also be thoughtfully con-
trolled and consolidation should be encouraged to minimize dis-
ruption to traffic flow on adjacent streets.

Transportation Demand 
Management
As the Coachella Valley and Rancho Mirage continue to grow, 
transportation demand and systems management will become 
more important in preserving and maintaining acceptable lev-
els of service. Transportation Demand Management (TDM) in-
volves the development and implementation of policies, plans 
and programs designed to encourage the use of a wider range 
of transportation alternatives, including public transit and bicy-
cles. In addition to an emphasis on alternative travel modes such 
as carpools, rideshares, van pools, and mass transit, TDM can 
include such strategies as employee flex time to reduce peak 
hour travel and associated traffic congestion. Autonomous vehi-
cles are also an emerging form of transportation that may have 
significant implications in areas such as the rate of private vehicle 
ownership and parking demand.

In response to state mandates, the RCTC prepared a regional 
Congestion Management Program that required Rancho Mi-
rage and other cities to prepare TDM ordinances or risk the loss 
of federal transportation funds. The City adopted its TDM ordi-
nance in April 1992.

Major Utility Corridors

The General Plan also plays an important role in assuring the 
planned provision of major corridors and easements for the 
transport of natural gas, electricity, communications, domestic 
water, sewerage, and storm drainage. In many instances, the 
need for utility corridors is met through the provision of ease-
ments in or adjacent to city streets and along common lot lines. 
The planning of future land use, the division of land, and the pro-

cessing of development applications requires communication and co-
ordination with utility companies and other service providers to assure 
the availability and provision of easements and rights-of-way for the 
extension of roads and utility lines and services.

All-Weather Access

The Whitewater River and a few channels draining the local mountains 
require the construction of all-weather crossings to assure accessibility 
during major flooding. Currently, Bob Hope Drive and Monterey Av-
enue at the Whitewater River, and a bridge on Highway 111 just west 
of Mirage Road, provide all-weather crossings for these roadways. 
Construction of an all-weather crossing on Frank Sinatra Drive at the 
Whitewater River is scheduled to begin in Spring 2018. As traffic vol-
umes increase elsewhere in Rancho Mirage, it may be necessary to 
construct all-weather bridges at other locations.

Securing Rights-of-Way

The City has generally been able to secure rights-of-way needed to 
provide full-width, mid-block roadway improvements and has secured 
additional rights-of-way along major arterials designated as scenic 
corridors. However, the need for expanded intersection improvements 
throughout Rancho Mirage requires the securing of additional rights-
of-way to provide for through and turning lanes. The greatest demand 
for additional rights-of-way will be at critical intersections, where ide-
al roadway configurations would provide three through lanes, two 
left turn lanes, and one dedicated right turn lane. Exhibit 8 identifies 
the location of critical intersections in Rancho Mirage. Please see the 
General Plan Program EIR and EIR Addendum for critical intersection 
design standards and traffic-related technical information.

Bike and golf cart lanes offer a safe venue 
for multi-modal transport.

https://www.cvag.org/library/pdf_files/trans/CV%20Link%20Docs/CV_Link_Master_Vol_1.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/docs/CompleteStreets_brochure2014.pdf
http://planning.rctlma.org/Portals/0/genplan/content/eir/volume1.html
https://www.ranchomirageca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Draft-Addendum-to-the-2005-General-Plan-Final-EIR.pdf
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Exhibit 10a Ideal Complete Streets
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Sidewalk

Landscaped 
Parkway

Landscaped 
Median

Travel Lane

Bike Lane

Exhibit 10b Existing Complete Streets Features in Rancho Mirage
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Potential Future Projects
Da Vall Interchange

The development of a new freeway interchange on I-10 at the exten-
sion of Da Vall Drive has been identified as a regional transportation 
improvement, and was listed in the two most current iterations of 
CVAG's Transportation Project Prioritization Study (TPPS) published 
in 2010 and 2015, but the Da Vall Interchange Project was not listed 
in the earlier, 2005 study. TPPS projects are scored on a point sys-
tem and then ranked according to said score. In 2010 the Da Vall 
Interchange project was given a score of 9.5 points, which translat-
ed into a project ranking of 79. In the most recent study the project 
was given a total score of 8.5, which subsequently dropped its rank 
from 79  to 120.

The City of Rancho Mirage is opposed to the development of the 
Da Vall interchange for a number of reasons, the most notable be-
ing that Da Vall Drive is substantially built-out with residential land 
uses along its entire length. The substantial intensification of traffic 
volumes on Da Vall Drive that would accompany the interchange 
would increase noise impacts and decrease air quality for residents.  
Furthermore, there is little opportunity for the acquisition of addition-
al rights-of-way on Da Vall Drive due to existing conditions, so road-
ways will likely become overburdened with the influx of motorists, in-
evitably contributing to intersection congestion and possible failure.

Downtown Casino – Cathedral City

As reported in the Desert Sun on April 11, 2017, the Agua Caliente 
Band of Cahuilla Indians plans to build a mixed-use entertainment 
and gaming district in downtown Cathedral City at the northwest 
corner of Highway 111 and Date Palm Drive. Specific project details 
have not yet been realized, but a development of this nature would 
certainly contribute to increased traffic volumes on Highway 111. Be-
cause of the proximity of the potential project to the City’s western 
boundary (less than 0.5 mile), careful attention will be paid to its 
progress. 

Circulation Goals, Policies, and Programs

The City should continue to review and monitor land use trends and 
their associated changes in traffic volumes and patterns and make 
periodic adjustments in planning and program implementation by 
utilizing roadway improvement and maintenance management 
programs. This will be accomplished by regularly monitoring traf-
fic on major roadways and by conducting on-going inventories of 
current traffic and circulation patterns. Through the implementation 
of this element, TDM techniques, and involvement with regional, 
state, and federal regulators, the City will progressively alleviate 
current problems and avoid future system inadequacies. 

GOAL CIR 1
A safe, efficient, attractive, and economical circulation 
network meeting current and future demands in a man-
ner consistent with the resort residential character of the 
community.

POLICY CIR 1.1
Rancho Mirage’s street system shall be designed and 
constructed to maximize mobility, minimize congestion, 
and assure that all intersections and street segments oper-
ate at LOS “D” or better during the peak hours.

PROGRAM CIR 1.1A

Periodically update the General Plan traffic study to 
maintain its relevance and correspondence to the Gen-
eral Plan land use designations and the design and con-
struction of city streets.

PROGRAM CIR 1.1B

Periodically review the master plan for road construction, 
which includes standards for ultimate rights-of-way and 
pavement width, and provides a schedule for securing 
right-of-way and constructing improvements needed to 
maintain the level-of-service standards set forth in the Cir-
culation Element.

Intersections signed and striped consistent with the vehicle code.
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PROGRAM CIR 1.1C

Prepare a traffic study to analyze possible improve-
ments needed for Monterey Avenue south of Country 
Club Drive.

PROGRAM CIR 1.1D

Continue to maintain a roadways pavement man-
agement program that sets forth budgeting, timelines, 
and schedules for maintenance of existing roadways 
in the community.

POLICY CIR 1.2
A detailed traffic analysis shall be required for devel-
opment proposals or other activities that might poten-
tially require roadway improvements above and be-
yond those evaluated in the Circulation Element and 
General Plan EIR and EIR Addendum.

POLICY CIR 1.3
The City shall require improvements at critical inter-
sections beyond those needed to meet standard lev-
els-of-service at the discretion of the City Engineer. 

POLICY CIR 1.4
The number of access points and intersections along 
arterials shall be limited in order to preserve mid-
block and intersection capacities and to maintain 
public safety.

PROGRAM CIR 1.4A

Continue to maintain a design specifications manual 
that includes, but is not necessarily limited to, stan-
dards for major roadway intersection spacing, access 
restrictions and separations, median-island opening 
separation, turning movement restrictions, turning 

lanes, driveways and gated entries, roadway 
parking restrictions, and street lighting and sig-
nage.

PROGRAM CIR 1.4B

Facilitate the consolidation of access driveways 
along all arterials in a manner that minimizes con-
flicting turning movements and maximizes the use 
of existing and planned signalized intersections.

POLICY CIR 1.5
Access points shall be coordinated between future 
development in Section 31 and any future devel-
opment of the properties on the west side of Bob 
Hope Drive.

POLICY CIR 1.6
The City shall actively participate in a wide range 
of regional transportation planning programs to 
improve the capacity, efficiency, and safety of the 
shared circulation system.

PROGRAM CIR 1.6A

Regularly coordinate with other local agencies 
regarding their plans, programs, and services that 
affect the quality and safety of the Rancho Mirage 
roadway system.

PROGRAM CIR 1.6B

Study the need and feasibility of providing addi-
tional all weather crossings along critical road-
ways and develop an implementation plan and 
schedule, if appropriate.

POLICY CIR 1.7
The City shall develop a system of continuous and 
convenient bicycle routes and multi-use trails to 

places of employment, shopping centers, schools, and 
other high activity areas.

PROGRAM CIR 1.7A

Incorporate design standards and guidelines for bicycle 
routes and associated facilities, such as bike racks and 
route signs, into development plans.

PROGRAM CIR 1.7B

Maintain and expand a golf cart transportation program 
that will provide a safe and convenient means of golf 
cart access to golf courses and neighboring uses in Ran-
cho Mirage.

POLICY CIR 1.8
The local street system in developing neighborhoods 
shall be established through a cooperative public/pri-
vate planning process.

POLICY CIR 1.9
Circulation and access for undeveloped parcels shall be 
coordinated with surrounding properties.

POLICY CIR 1.10
Streets in private planned residential areas shall be in-
stalled and maintained as private streets, and shall be 
developed in accordance with development standards 
set forth in the Zoning Ordinance and other applicable 
standards and guidelines.

POLICY CIR 1.11
City streets should not be converted to private streets 
when it would diminish circulation alternatives.

POLICY CIR 1.12
City truck routes shall be designated and limited to Ramon 
Road, Dinah Shore Drive, Gerald Ford Drive, Monterey Av-
enue, Highway 111, and portions of Bob Hope Drive, Frank 
Sinatra Drive, and Country Club Drive.

POLICY CIR 1.13
Public streets shall be designed in accordance with complete 
streets concepts.

PROGRAM CIR 1.13A

Improvements to existing streets shall consider complete street 
concepts.

POLICY CIR 1.14
Public streets shall be signed and striped consistent with the 
vehicle code.

https://www.ranchomirageca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/General-Plan-Update-Final-Environmental-Impact-Report-October-2005-condensed.pdf
https://www.ranchomirageca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Draft-Addendum-to-the-2005-General-Plan-Final-EIR.pdf
http://www.qcode.us/codes/ranchomirage/
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Circulation Element

Example of a local street.
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